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BACK in SCHOOL! 

Just  imagine  –  it’s  the  end  of  the  summer 

holiday months already, and we are already 

back in (not ‘to’) school.  We trust that all of 

our  families  had  an  enjoyable  summer, 

filled with exciting events,  restful  times  for 

contemplation  ‐  especially  out  in  nature  ‐ 

and  quality  family  time.    This  is  the  Talent 

Academy’s sixth edition – September 2017. 

Please  feel  free  to  send  an  email  to: 

Michelle@thetalentacademy.ca  with  your 

idea,  feedback  and  comments.    As  always, 

each  one  of  our  four  locations  has  a 

comments  box,  if  you would  prefer  to  use 

that instead. 

Upcoming 
Holidays:  

All four (4) of our locations will be closed on 

Monday,  October  9  for  Thanksgiving  Day.  

We  hope  that  you  will  find  much  to  be 

thankful  for,  especially  while  spending 

quality time with your family members and 

other  loved  ones.    Happy  Thanksgiving 

when it comes! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Who we are 

We  are  continuing  with  The  Talent 

Academy’s highlights of our dedicated staff 

members.    This  month,  we  are  pleased  to 

feature two more of our exceptional tutors!  

Enjoy! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jissan Adam –Victoria Park Centre 

My name  is  Jissan  Adam,  a  B.  Sc.  Honours 

Graduate  in  Human  Biology  and  Computer 

Science  from  the  University  of  Toronto  at 

Scarborough.    I  am  an  avid  learner  and 

teacher.    I  currently  have  the  pleasure  of 

being  the Office Administrator  and a Tutor 

at  our  Victoria  Park  Location.   My  hobbies 

include crafting decorative pieces,  listening 

to  various  genres  of  music  and  gardening.  

My passion for teaching children and youth 

stems  from my experience of  teaching and 

nurturing my many nieces and nephews.    I 
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believe  in  teaching  our  youth  of  all  grades 

to  study  smartly  and  efficiently,  using 

intelligent  strategies  and  applications  from 

real  world  examples.    Each  child  is  unique 

and  has  their  own  set  of  strengths  and  I 

make  it my aim to allow each child  to  fully 

realize their full potential. 

 
Neima Hassan ‐Warden / Birchmount 

Hello, my name is Neima Hassan, and I have 

been  a  Tutor  at  The  Talent  Academy  since 

2015.    I  tutor  grades  K  to  7  in  all  subject 

areas.  Teaching at The Talent Academy has 

been  a  great  experience,  as  I  get  to  work 

with many different people. 

 

 

Read all  

about it! 

Every  year  in  September,  across  Canada, 

many  schools  celebrate  the  Terry  Fox Run.  

How much do you know about this famous 

Canadian? This month, we have provided a 

feature about Terry Fox which we hope you 

will find to be inspirational.  

Terry Stanley Fox was born July 28, 1958, in 

Winnipeg, Manitoba and was named after 

uncles on both sides of the family. He had an 

older brother Fred and a younger brother and 

sister, Darrell and Judith.  Betty and Rolly 

insisted on good behaviour and respect for 

older people. Well into adulthood, the Fox 

children would continue to address family 

friends as Mr., Mrs., or Miss. They changed 

their clothes after school before going out to 

play. Good table manners were important too: 

use your knife and fork, keep elbows off the 

table, no hats at the table.  They were expected 

to stay out of trouble, and if they got a job, they 

were to keep it. The children started berry-

picking when they were nine or ten years old 

and continued at these seasonal jobs when 

they were teenagers. By twelve or thirteen, they 

were buying their own school clothes and later 

would buy their own golf clubs and ten-speed 

bikes. “Everything wasn’t handed to them, they 

all had to learn to do for themselves,” Betty 

said. 

Highlights of important dates: 

July 28, 1958 – Terrance Stanley Fox is born in 
Winnipeg, Manitoba. 

March 9, 1977 – Terry discovers he has a 
malignant tumour in his right leg; the leg is 
amputated 15 centimetres (six inches) above the 
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knee. The night before his amputation he reads 
about an amputee runner and dreams of running. 

February 1979 – Terry begins training for his 
Marathon of Hope, a cross-Canada run to raise 
money for cancer research and awareness. 
During his training he runs over 5,000 kilometres 
(3,107 miles). 

October 15, 1979 – Terry writes to the Canadian 
Cancer Society to support his run: “I’m not a 
dreamer, and I’m not saying this will initiate any 
kind of definitive answer or cure to cancer, but I 
believe in miracles. I have to.” 

April 12, 1980 – St John’s, Newfoundland: Terry 
dips his artificial leg into the Atlantic Ocean and 
begins his odyssey. He runs an average of 42 
kilometres a day (26 miles) through six provinces. 

September 1, 1980 – After 143 days and 5,373 
kilometres (3,339 miles) Terry stopped running 
outside of Thunder Bay, Ontario; his primary 
cancer had spread to his lungs. Before returning 
to BC for treatment Terry said, “I’m gonna do my 
very best. I’ll fight. I promise I won’t give up.” 

September 2, 1980 – Isadore Sharp, Chairman and 
CEO of Four Seasons Hotels and Resorts, 
telegrams the Fox family with a commitment to 
organize a fundraising run that would be held 
every year in Terry’s name. He writes, “You 
started it. We will not rest until your dream to find 
a cure for cancer is realized.” 

September 9, 1980 – The CTV network organizes a 
star-studded telethon, lasting five hours and 
raising $10 million. 

February 1, 1981 – Terry’s hope of raising $1 from 
every Canadian to fight cancer is realized. The 
national population reaches 24.1 million; the Terry 
Fox Marathon of Hope fund totals $24.17 million. 

June 28, 1981 – After treatment with 
chemotherapy and interferon, Terry Fox dies at 
Royal Columbian Hospital, New Westminster, 
British Columbia – one month short of his twenty-
third birthday. 

September 13, 1981 – The first Terry Fox Run is 
held at more than 760 sites in Canada and around 
the world. The event attracts 300,000 participants 
and raises $3.5 million. 

April 20, 1982 – The Marathon of Hope fund now 
totals $27.8 million and is allocated to cancer 
research projects in the Terry Fox New Initiative 
Programs of the National Cancer Institute of 
Canada. 

May 26, 1988 – The Terry Fox Run becomes a 
Trust, independent of the Canadian Cancer 
Society. The organization becomes known as The 
Terry Fox Foundation. 

1992 – The first International Terry Fox Runs are 
held around the world. Participating countries 
were: Australia, Belgium, China, Czech Republic, 
England, Germany, Hungary, India, Japan, Jordan, 
Kuwait, Malaysia, Mexico, Netherlands, Norway, 
Philippines, Poland, Romania, Russia, Saudi 
Arabia, USA, Zimbabwe 

Source: http://www.terryfox.org 

Terry Fox was an exceptional young man 

who rose to overcome the challenges that 

he faced, and to inspire an annual activity 

to raise funds to fight cancer.  When 

participating in Terry Fox runs in your 

school and community, remember how he 

initiated an activity that continues to inspire 

millions of people, right up to this day. 
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LAUGH A LITLE!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

15 creative ways to 
get kids reading (that 
really work!) 
Take a creative approach to get your kids into reading! YA author Alice Kuipers shares her top tips. 

 

BY ALICE KUIPERS | JAN 27, 2017 
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PHOTO: ISTOCKPHOTO 

The kids are back to school and it’s 
time to hit the books! We asked 
author Alice Kuipers to share her 

best tips for encouraging kids to 
read. 

1. Make a game of it: Send kids on a 
treasure hunt, the treasure being a 
book. Leave clues that lead them 
around the house to discover it in an 
unexpected place. If you’re really 
into it, the clues can be related to the 
story (Clue: Knuffle Bunny was lost 
in one of these…. Answer: Washing 
Machine). The magic of discovering 
a book at the end of the hunt will 
show your kids how valuable they 
can be. 

2. Keep an eye on authors: If your 
kid loves a particular author, follow 
her online to enrich the experience—
lots of authors and publishers have 
terrific sites with games, 
giveaways, activities and answers to 
questions about the books. Reading 
events at local bookstores with a 
superb author can make even the 
most reluctant reader take notice. Or 
encourage your child to write a fan 
letter to an author they’ve enjoyed. 
You never know, they may write 
back! 

3. Bring a book: Next time you’re 
riding the bus or subway together or 
sitting in the doctor’s waiting room, 
pull out a book to read with your 
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kid. It’s a more interactive and 
sociable way to pass the time than 
letting her play on an iPad while you 
check your phone. 

4. Look beyond books: Graphic 
novels and comic books are very 
appealing to kids. Take them to the 
comic book store, or, even better, hit 
up a comic convention if you can. 
Along with the fantastic stories 
they’ll discover costumes, figures 
and artwork. I took five kids to the 
Saskatoon Blitz (comic convention) 
and saw my five-year-old delighted 
with a 3-D comic (who knew they 
existed?), two 15-year-olds gaga 
over illustrations, and my baby 
thrilled with costumed fantasy 
creatures. It really opened up the 
world of reading for them—and me! 

5. Let them cultivate their taste: 
Accept that your kids have different 
reading tastes. Captain Underpants 
might not be your cup of tea, but 
your six-year-old will probably think 
otherwise. 

6. Don’t force little readers: My 
youngest is sixteen months and 
would much rather eat books than sit 
still to read them. When we read to 
the older two, we let him race about 
and climb stuff, with the occasional 

pause in our laps to turn a page. 
Sure, reading’s good for kids, but 
they need to come to it in their own 
way. 

7. Turn the page: Research shows 
that the best way to get kids to read 
is for them to see you reading. Yes, 
that means you are totally allowed to 
lie on the couch with a book instead 
of getting down on the floor to build 
yet another tower. 

8. Visit Storybird.com: Right now. 
It’s the most gorgeous website and 
on it your child can write her own 
story by selecting the pictures. You 
can even print the book later (it’s 
pricey but worth it). My kids love 
reading books they’ve written 
themselves more than anything. 

9. Get involved: Look out for 
reading related events in your 
city. Word on the Street is coming 
up on September 21 across Canada 
and it includes plenty of kid-focused 
reading activities. Build your kid’s 
excitement by having an author sign 
a book just for them. 

10. Offer books like candy: Have 
them around the house. Keep one in 
your bag. If your child is whiny or 
dragging on your leg, pull out a 
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book. It won’t always be what they 
want, but any distraction helps. 

11. Shop together: My teenager and 
I loved to go for coffee and then 
browse the bookshelves. It was 
special time for us, and while she 
may not have read everything I 
bought her, it did encourage her to 
settle down to read. 

12. Browse the blogs: The internet 
and books are not natural enemies. 
There are hundreds of terrific blogs 
by savvy book-reading teens that are 
full of reviews, author interviews, 
book tours and more. Once you’ve 
explored some of these sites together 
and if your teen is game, encourage 
her to join get involved writing 
reviews on Goodreads, or even start 
her own reading blog. If your kid 
gets good readership with her 
reviews, she may be able to request 
advance reading copies from 
publishers looking to promote their 
authors. 

13. Give books as gifts: Books are 
keepsakes that never age like toys 
and fads do. Wrap up a book or 
present a gift certificate to a local 
book shop so the birthday kid can 
pick his own. 

14. Loiter at the library: It’s rather 
obvious—libraries are filled with 
books—but they’re also a place to 
engage in other activities with your 
kids that gently nudge them toward 
reading. Our local library is always 
hosting fun events—puppet shows, 
readings, cool craft sessions—and 
we inevitably end up reading in a 
corner together long after the 
activities have ended. 

15. Ease off: If you keep insisting 
that your kids read (or do most 
anything for that matter) they’ll 
resist. If you relax, stay patient and 
leave it up to them—make plenty of 
books available but don’t say a 
word—they’ll likely start picking 
them up. 

Source: 

https://www.todaysparent.com/family/boo

ks/first‐day‐of‐school‐books‐for‐your‐

anxious‐kid/ 
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inspirational 

quotes 

“It takes a village to raise a child.”  

~ Ancient African saying. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      
      
      
      
      
       

Reminders about upcoming events: 

 

 Monday, October 9: Thanksgiving 

All four of our Centres will be 

closed. 

 

 


