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‘End of summer’ 
GREETINGS! 

Well, the end of the (somewhat) fancy‐free 

summer months has finally arrived.  It’s 

time for us all to shift gears and get into a 

‘back‐to‐school’ mode!  Here is the Talent 

Academy’s fifth edition ‐ August 2017.  We 

hope that you will enjoy what we have to 

offer and, as always, welcome your 

feedback.  Please send an email to: 

Michelle@thetalentacademy.ca .  If you 

prefer, you can use our ‘Comments Box’, 

one is at each of our four locations. 

Upcoming 
Holidays:  

Reminder: all four (4) of The Talent 

Academy Centres will be closed on 

Monday, September 4 for Labour Day.  

Enjoy the last official long holiday weekend 

with your family and other loved ones 

before back‐to‐school! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Who we are 

It is our pleasure to feature two more of the 

dedicated individuals of The Talent 

Academy, who devote their time, skills and 

unique talents to our students.  We hope 

that you are savouring The Talent 

Academy’s buffet of interesting, 

multifaceted Tutors! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Darian Richardson – Victoria Park Centre 

My name is Darian Richardson. I was born 

in the twin islands of Trinidad and Tobago. 

Here I attended secondary school and 

received a medal for my distinction in 

electrical technology. Changes in the 

education system compelled me to transfer 

to the Canadian education system for grade 

12. 

 At the age of 19, I migrated to Toronto in 

pursuit of higher education. I graduated 

from electronics engineering in 2009 and 

was the lead tutor for electronics at 

Centennial College.  Striving for the best, I 
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enrolled at the University of Toronto 

Scarborough for their honors program.  I 

majored in astrophysics and physics with a 

double minor in environmental science and 

economics.  After two years of study, I 

returned to Centennial College as the lead 

facilitator for math and physics learning 

circles, a program designed by myself and 

the head librarian to help students. While 

tutoring at Centennial College, I studied 

energy systems engineering technology and 

graduated in 2014 with a Distinction in 

Leadership. 

When I am not fulfilling contract work, I find 

joy and fulfillment in tutoring. I hope to, 

one day, complete my vocational studies at 

the University of Toronto, Scarborough 

Campus (UTSC) but for now, I am satisfied 

with tutoring and contract work. 

Pirajayan Rejendran ‐ Victoria Park Centre 

and Morningside Centre 

Hey guys.  My name is Pirajayan Rajendran, 

but most of you know me as ‘PJ’.  I have 

been a tutor at The Talent Academy for 

close to three years now.  In that time, I 

have worked with countless students of all 

ages from Middle School, High School to 

Post Secondary School in various fields of 

academia. 

Personally, why I find being a tutor so 

rewarding is due to the positive impact I’ve 

had as a mentor in aiding the success of 

diligent young minds.  I’m an avid believer 

that education is a great way to unlock 

future opportunities in the life of an 

individual.  Furthermore, it has an 

important role in the positive growth and 

development of students, paving a brighter 

future of new professionals.  This is the 

main reason why I enjoy my job, as I feel I 

have made a contribution to another for 

the better, at the end of the day.  As for 

hobbies, I enjoy hiking, playing sports, 

watching movies, occasionally reading and 

spending time with friends and family. 

Read all  

about it! 

Do you know the origins of our Labour Day?  

Here’s an article that highlights how the 

very first Canadian Labour Day came into 

being.  Happy Reading! 

The First Labour Day 

For many, Labour Day signals the end of 
summer. But what evolved into just another long 
weekend began as a massive working class 
demonstration in the streets of Toronto. 
Written by Joanna Dawson 
 — August 31, 2011 

In a time when workers’ rights are 

taken for granted and even workers’ 
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benefits have come to be expected, it’s 

no wonder that the origins of Labour 

Day are confined to the history books. 

What evolved into just another summer 

holiday began as a working class 

struggle and massive demonstration of 

solidarity in the streets of Toronto. 

Canada was changing rapidly during 

the second half of the 19th century. 

Immigration was increasing, cities were 

getting crowded, and industrialization 

was drastically altering the country’s 

economy and workforce. 

As machines began to replace or 

automate many work processes, 

employees found they no longer had 

special skills to offer employers. 

Workers could easily be replaced if 

they complained or dissented and so 

were often unable to speak out against 

low wages, long work weeks and 

deplorable working conditions. 

This is the context and setting for what 

is generally considered Canada’s first 

Labour Day event in 1872. At the time, 

unions were illegal in Canada, which 

was still operating under an archaic 

British law already abolished in 

England. 

For over three years the Toronto 

Printers Union had been lobbying its 

employers for a shorter work week. 

Inspired by workers in Hamilton who 

had begun the movement for a nine-

hour work day, the Toronto printers 

threatened to strike if their demands 

weren’t met. After repeatedly being 

ignored by their employers, the workers 

took bold action and on March 25, 

1872, they went on strike. 

Brown brought in workers from nearby 

towns to replace the printers. He even 

took legal action to quell the strike and 

had the strike leaders charged and 

arrested for criminal conspiracy. 

Conservative Prime Minister John A. 

Macdonald was watching the events 

unfold and quickly saw the political 

benefit of siding with the workers. 

Macdonald passed the Trade Union 

Act, which repealed the outdated 

British law and decriminalized unions. 
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The strike leaders were released from 

jail. 

The parade that was held in support of 

the strikers carried over into an annual 

celebration of worker’s rights and was 

adopted in cities throughout Canada. 

The parades demonstrated solidarity, 

with different unions identified by the 

colorful banners they carried. In 1894, 

under mounting pressure from the 

working class, Prime Minister Sir John 

Thompson declared Labour Day a 

national holiday. 

Over time, Labour Day strayed from 

its origins and evolved into a popular 

celebration enjoyed by the masses. It 

became viewed as the last celebration 

of summer, a time for picnics, 

barbecues and shopping. 

No matter where you find yourself 

this Labour Day, take a minute to 

think about Canada’s labour 

pioneers. Their actions laid the 

foundations for future labour 

movements and helped workers 

secure the rights and benefits 

enjoyed today. 

 
8 Essential Back-to-School 
Tips for Parents 
August 29th, 2014 by SPARK 

 

With a well-rounded summer vacation ending, parents spend 

a lot of time getting their kids ready for school. New school 

supplies, haircuts, and special end-of-summer outings all 

play into the back-to-school routine. There are some other 

things that parents can do for themselves and their kids to 

ensure a smooth transition into the school year, too. Take a 

look below at few ways to get this year off to a great start in 

your house. 

Set up a bedtime and wake-up routine in advance. If 

possible, it’s best to establish bedtimes and wake-up times 

two weeks in advance of the start of school. By the time the 

first school bell rings, kids will already be on the right 

sleeping schedule and it will be one less worry for your 

family. 

Get to know new teachers. There will be open houses, 

orientations, and other meet-and-greet options at the 

beginning of the school year, but none will give you the 
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chance to spend some quality time getting to know your kids’ 

teachers. Try to find a few minutes before or after school to 

connect one-on-one with the teachers. At the very least, 

send an introductory email that includes how you can help 

during the school year, however big or small. 

Plan healthy lunches and snacks. The better you plan out 

the meals in your home, the healthier choices you will make 

for your kids. When you pack protein-rich snacks and 

lunches, balanced with fruits, vegetables, and other 

wholesome items, you ensure that your children will have the 

energy and brainpower to make it through their school days. 

Organize clothing. Of course you will need to donate or 

otherwise get rid of the clothing that your kids have 

outgrown, but you should also take the time to carefully 

organize what is left. From there, decide what items you may 

need more of before school begins. 

Set up a staging area. Find a central spot to store 

everything related to school, including backpacks, upcoming 

outfits, and a dry erase calendar with family schedules. Try 

to keep this area free of clutter and other non-school items 

so that you can find what you need, when you need it—and 

quickly. Have the kids help you stock it with school-related 

items and keep it clean and functional. Find some inspiration 

here. 

Update medical records. Most schools will let you know if 

your shot records are out of date, but why not go beyond 

that? Make sure teachers and administrators have a 

complete list of any medical concerns regarding your kids, 

including allergies. You will also want to be sure that all 

emergency contacts are up to date. 

Talk to your kids about bullying. Research shows that one 

in three kids experience bullying at some point in their school 

career—and in the increasingly digital world, the 

consequences can be extreme. Make sure your kids 

understand the right way to treat their peers, and when to 

speak up if they see someone else being bullied. Also make 

sure they know when to come to you if they feel they are 

being bullied. 

Ask your kids about their concerns. The start of school is 

exciting, but can also bring some anxiety—especially when it 

comes to the unknown. Take a few minutes to ask your kids 

what they are most looking forward to during the school 

year, and what things may be worrying them. By giving them 

a forum to express their concerns, you can help them work 

through any worries in advance of school starting and clear 

up any issues that could lead to a bumpy start to the year. 
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 Reminders about upcoming events: 

 

 Monday, September 4: LABOUR DAY 

All four of our Centres are closed. 

 
 


